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HAESETHREREEDH 


METS. 1. | 
Conccrning You-ing and Thowing, 


+ # neither unlawful, inconvenient, nor improper for as in 
= England according to the common uſe and cuſtom of Speech 
- .among #8, to ſay, you, to 4 ſingle perſon: but both lawful, 
Convenient, and proper to uſe this Form of Speech, according 

to the uſe among #4, In Proof whereof I offer theſe following 
. Reaſons 5 | 3." 


t. T'* that would prove it unlawful muſt produce ſome Law 
: of God making it ſoz for where there is no Law there is no 
5 Tranſgreſſion. But no Law of God can be produced, making 
| \1t unlawfal to uſe this Form of Speech, y:; to a ſingle per- 
bbg. fon. Every Law of God for the government of Man-kind is either his 
"| Law written and contained in the Sriptures, or written and, contajnedin 
[Ua-F Nature. As for Scripture, 'no Text of Scripture can be produced de- 
chring Gods will to be, that we in Exgland ſhall ſay, thou, to a lingle 
perſon, or that all the World ſhall uſe this Form of Speech only, Let - 
any ſuch Text be produced by any that are for thox-ing. | 
As for the Law of Nature, written in mens hearts, Heathens as well 
8 Chriſtians in ſome meafure;and as to ſome things,there is nothing at a 
mn this Law which forbiddeth the common uſe of you-ing among 'us tog 
Gogle perſon, And that is proved by this reaſon ; Nothing is forbidden 
In Nature, which is not a vice, and ſimply evil. But neither you-3ngnor 
thiu-ing is any vice, it is neither vice nor virtue, ſimply, and in it elf, 
nor doth it pertain to morality and fapiential Law and Governmege, any 
thore than the feveral forms of ſpeaking which be in Greek, Hebrew , 
Latin, or any other Language, which arc no paxt of morality,nordo.con- 
ſicute any kind or (pecies of vice or virtue at all ;. but do rather pers 
"ain to art and natural invention, ar to infiitution and cuſtom time-out 
of mind, and the tradition of our Fore-fathers. And though Speech and 
Language. be from God, and proper; to Man, and moſt uſeful for the 
order and/government 'of the World, and thecommuni Sm Z 
j Phnd-kin"yemno fichipeaſon can be readeed of, the divers, tprme;and 
ways of Speech'whiich be proper to all Langusges,i, a9.is.0h, vice and. veae 
tue. And-if this were not fo, then he that.is the beſt Linguiſt muſt be 
| ' * W TY 


accounted the beſt Chriftian, and he that were beſt infiructed in Gram. Wi 

ar, and inthe art of true and right ſpeaking would be moſt Holy: > 

Nod conſequently, ignorant, illiterate people would be caſt aut of Chrigs th 
;School as no Chriſtians, becauſe no Scholars: and inſtead of giving our 
' ſelves to love and fear God and obey his Commands, and be holy jn all 
manner of converſatian; we mult all give our (clvcs to be- learned pco- 
ple,and to be skiltul in Linguage,and mak: Grammar our Biblc ; not that 
1 oppoſe godline(s and learning,and.deny the ſame man to be both learn: 
ed and godly': no,-learning and godline(s do well conſift. But yet learg- 

. ing isnotgodlinels, nor to be compared with it, many, if not moſt gra» 
cious Chrittians have but (mall learning : and many learned ones are ye. 
ry gracelc(s, and many times-molt gracclcſs. The Law of Nature, or fn 
if you will the. Law of Morality, or rational ſelf-government-doth nei 
ther approve nof condemn, commend ordiſcommend, yoy-ing. or thoy- 
ins, kmply, and as ſuch, that is, as it isa Phraſe or cutiom of Speech 
among us,any more then it doth any other Phraſe in any other Language, 
© 2, Further I maintain, That it is convenient and proper forus in Eygs 
lendto ſay, you, ta fingle perfon. 1. Becauſe Cutiom hath (o tixed it, 
and cuſtom is the great Law in Speech. Multa renaſcentur que jam cecis - 
dere, cadentq, —— que nunc ſunt in bonore vocabula,ſivolet wſus, —— quem . 
pener arbitrium eft & jus & vorms loquendi, Uſe and Cuſtom is the great 
arbiter of Speech. The original of Language is from God, and the cons 
fuſion and variety of Languages alſo from him,of which we read,Gen-1 r, 
But we are taught to ſpeak by our Parents, and we can give no reaſon 
at all of moſt Names and Words and Phraſcs, but from Cuſtom, Teas 
dition, and common uſe : and we mult not go to Scripture, Divinity; 
or Morality,to know which is proper and which improper ſpeaking, but 
to Didtionaries, and Vocabularies, and conference with Linguiſts, Gram» 
marians, and Maſters in the Art or Science of Speaking, and enquire 
what 4s the common Uſe and Phraſe of Speaking. - And whatſoever is 
che common Ule, backed by Tradition, agd univerſally taught by. Pax. 
rents to their Children, Maſters to their Scholars, and is ordinary in- 
common Converſe, this is the moſt authentick Law in Speech, and what- 
ſoever is thus, cannot be judged by any ſuperiour Law to be abſurd and 
improper, though no reaſon can be given for it, yea though a Critick 
or abſiruce-notioniſt in Eanguage ſhould condemn .it of abſurdneſs, him- 
felfwould'be condemned of idfencs and nicety, that can,tind him no-! | 
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thing elſe to do' than' to find fault with ſych Phraſcs and Cuſtoms of 
Speech as be eſlabliſhed/by Tradition and Cuſtom, and uncontrolled Pra> 
{+ | : A ile 


- a.  — 


ram. Whiſe among all, and al{ the faule that he.gan/find is, becauſe they donot 
oly; "y'y agree with the Rules of Latin-Grammar, or 'other-Languages, 
riſks Whabich Jo not atall judge us as we donot them. fs % 


our FF 2. The @x3kgrs urging of Scripture in. this caſe, and telling us, That 
2 all Mirughout the Scripture, we fhall not find any where, yow-ing to 2 
kiple perſon, and thence inferring that, tbox, to a ſingle perſon'is the 
holy and pure Language, and yow-ivg, carnal and one of thaſe cuſtoms 
ind faſhions of the Werld whichis in the Fleſh and from Satan; and fo 
whe abhorred and condemned, concerning this, I havethis to ſay : 
4+ That this is an abufe of the Scriptuge, for it doth-not pertain to 
gipture to be a Grammar, and to tcll us all the. Rules in . Propria que 
wribus, Oc. Duggenus, ce. As inpreſenti, Ec. and to be a Syntax 
us, to teach how to ſpeak true Engliſh'or Latin or :Greek,, or any 
gther Language. This is- to confound the' Scripture,,and Grammar. 
Cripture medleth not with thoſe things which pertain to Art andNa+ 
be, but with Vice and. Virtuc, - teaching. us to live ſoberly, righte» 
wy, and godly, giving us InfiruQtians and Rules for a holy life, in - 
ader to <teraal bleſſedneſs : but. irno more pertaineth to.Scripture'to * 
-.  Mtach us the art of Spcaking, and inſiruct vs cither in our own or:other 
 Wiguage in the: Senſe as a Schook maſter teacheth his Scholars,. "than it 
'Bloth to teach us how to Plough and Sowe, and /to-make Bots and * 
fibos, and learn Trades, and make Engines, and-do any manner of - 
mificial work. JE | th uk 
2. Thoughallthe World, ſave Eugland, ſhould uſe to ſay, thow,.to a 
gle perſon, yet is that no Law te us, nor is our Phraſe and «Cuſtom » 
tobe judged hereby. For who ſhall judge-us? The Hebrew, the Greek, - 
the Latin? Why theſe any more than French, Welch, orany ather ? Or 
{ippoſe all judge us,I ask, What have they todo to, judge us?let thempros - 
dice their Commillion and Authority from God to judgeus for ufing our - 
Countrey Language, and the ſeveral Phraſes, -Ulyages, and Proprictics 
thercof 3 - we have as much to judge-them,as they us in. this:matter, and 
both alike. © It is a great Judgment to the World that there is ſo great 
mriety of Languages in the World, and that it is.become ſo hard a 
Mutter to. underſtand Words and Phrafes among our: ſelves, and muck - 
more the Speech and Language of other. Countries 2 but there is: no'one 
Nation or Language that. can: claim authority" 'over another-and Jadge 
them for Forms:and Phraſes of Speech,”nuich lefs over all Nations.and © 
Languages. And if another Nation or Language ſhould judge us inthis 
natter to ſpeak improperly, they muſt alſo judge themſclves.in _ 
| ; otner 
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other particulars- to fpeak' "as improperly as we -in this. — 
3- The Apoftles and ſuch as had' the gift of Linguages from God dd iſ 


or impropriety in Speech, becauſe of this, or:any other form of Speech iſt; 
which was cuſtomably allowed. They ſpake the Language of each peo + 
ple, and not another, A&. 2-6, rt. They did not give new Laws an il - 
Rules of Speech,” but were made to rmderſiand' the Language of each 
place;-and'to ſpeak that Lariguzge which was ſd in uſe among them.” 
; 4+ Every people beſt knows their own Language. NI 

5- And the ule'and end of Speech among men is for the expreſſing 
of our minds one ts another, ſo as'to be underſtood without equivocy 
tion,: or confuſion, aveiding what is uncouth and abſurd in the place we 
are,and .meaningus we [peak,and as is commonly uaderſtood, placingno 


| holines:in wordsand phraſes, or in the meer ſignification of them, which 


in-it ſelf is neither laudable nor vituperable : but 1s as the caſe or cover + 
wherewith we do cloth the conceptions of our minds, and by them &. | 
preſs the thoughts and conceits of our hearts. So that the true uſe an{ 
end of Specch among us is attained by this phraſe and way of ſpcaking, 
you;to a fingle perfor as if we ſhouls ſay, tho. | 

3- 'Let the ©uakers ſhew us wherein we offend God, or go agiinſt 
the cquity and charity which we owe to one another by thus ſpeaking, 
It there be nothing in it againſt the duty of Piety towards God, nor of 
equity and charity towards our Neighbour, what evil can they find in 
it worthy of condemnation ?. wherein is tbou-ing to a lingle perſon plex 
fang to God above: ym-ing ? He hathnot told us any where in Scripture 
any ſuch thing, and our reaſon or light- within reveals no ſuch thing, 
and we muſt not make new Laws and DoQtrines of our own ſuperſtition, 
and father them upon God, and judge that to be ſinful or praiſe-worthy 
which God doth not. And whercin de I offend cither againſi Juſtice or 
Charity-rowards my, Neighbour, if according tocommon uſe 1 you him? 
He-underſtands me welf enough, . cuftors bath fo far prevailed that he 
looks for no'other Language trom me in ordinary converſe, and would 
account+it unacouth to hear any other from me: Do T wrong him in his 
foul? wherein? Do we. in his good name, body, chaſtity, or eſtate ? Dol 
doany thing againſt love,” which the __ faith is the fulfilling of the Law? Dol 
do:any thing agauaſt that Golden Rule, :w ye would that men ſhould do tw 

ec 


LE 16u,doy evenſo to them,ſorthis is the Jaw and Prophets ? Matt. 7. 12 Do I doany 


thing is unſcemly, , or of evil regott among:-men, thoſe of mine own Nationand 
Language, and ſuch as know and.underſtand the cuſtom of our Country ? 
Ghjc The Scripture faith, Be not conformed to this world, Roms 12. 3: jp | 
RJWe 
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of fin W thor-ing ? This is no ſinful conformiry:to the world: Let any: Quaker prove thething 
peck Win it ſelf, y0u-ivg to ſingle perſon, to: be a pollutionoF the world, and- one'of thoſe 
1 peo. defilements which weare to.caſt off and ſeparare from. Their ſaying {015 90 proof. | , 
" 7 .Gbj.. But why do we not ſay you to God in prayer, as well as romen; and why. do 
And wein our Sermons and printed Books often ſay thou in the ſingular nuniber to one, and 
| each wy do Superiou-'s tq Inferiours, and Hushand and Wife to each other, and friends 
perſon? do we nor hereby croſs and -contradiit our "(elves ?: _—_ | 
effin .- Anſ. 1, The ſame cuſtom. of ſpeech which,teacheth us other things, teachethus at 
ng Jl cimcs to ſay thoy, when we dire our ſpeech to God. Tt js both proper, and it's 
VOCt WF the univerſal law or caſtom of our ſpeech.-- 2. The ſame cuſtom-and common tra- 
ce we BY ditional uſage reacheth and would have us to-ſay you generally to a; fingle perſon, 
neno N- A The fame cuſtom and reaſon leaveth- it free to Preachers to vary as they ſee caule, 
doing all ro edification : fo in Writings, - chiefly. 4- Cuſtom alſo allowerh tr more 
to Superioors, and more to ſoine forts of-Superiours,” and-more to ſome. ſorrs of Infe- 
COVer If 'feriours, than to other ſome 3; as in Parents to their Children while young,” and thar 
N EX- I which arguerh lave and freeneſs and intimucy in ſome, as between dear and boſom- 
> ani| Þ friends, may come from pride, and ſtomach, and ſcorn, and anger 'in others; and that 
which 11 it (elf is neither good nor evil, may be abuſed, and by-accident become-evil, 
and favour of evil : and that which in one 1s ſeemly, 1s:not {© in another and thar 
: : which one does out of cammon cufiome only, another doth out-of cuſtome and con- 
Unſt Þ ence both 3 and that which init ſelf hath ſome ſhew or appearance of good, may 
king, © bebut a cloak of fin; and thatmay be good and ſutable at ſome times and in lone caſes, 
nr of | which way not be ſo at other rimes, and in other caſes. * Finally, che thing-m ir ſelf 15 
of ſmall moment, ſeparate from all circumſtances and adherent reſpe&s : but fo far 
; & it falls under the genius of morality. and is in an a& of reaſon and choice. and fo is 
P'©t IB apart of Gods Law, and humane ſelf-government.. Soit is conſiderable, and is never 
ture I. purely indifferent, butas it is clothed with it reſpeGs and accidents, is eicher pleafing 
ding, I} & diſpleaſing roGod; and ſo.eyery tender. conſcience, will not, dare not but make 
tion, on(cience of it. And no donht but as in other things pertaining to duty atd;che | 
th right goverament of the tongue there is much fin commitced, io in this nyttter of 
IU Bf w-ing and, thou-ing many are often faulty. And Iam ſo far from thinking it. fanful to 
ce Ol i fy you to a fingle perſon, that contrariwiſe I think many do frequently fin in uſing the- 
im? IF rm tbov, and do nor doubt but much hurt may grow bythe uſing of the indilcreet 
uns, as Alſo through pride, contempt, - paſſianand -huſinebs, -and thax 2 lirtle of this 
of the tongue may kindlea great matrer of ſtrife, and that ;Farars and mans..gor- + 
apt and Proyd heart can. fetch matter of fin and cantention out of you and thos 3; and 
g$erery manſkould be-moſt-careful ro. obſerve every. pointand; tirrle of Gods Law, 


Dol Þ geatotheuttermoſt of his Power, and for 'that-end-15 to ſhun all appearance of evil, 
Dol If adgive no offence toany, and is to ſtudy the"things which make for peace, and is 
do w I wthunk nothing in Gods Law ſimply, and 1n ir ſelf little or nothing, and to be harm- 
0 any and withour all blame ; & it will concern him to-uſe this. phraſe of you and thou 


wh-con-Cience and ſincerity, - withaur cicher:making no accoung. of it at all, or laying . 

much ſtrefs- upon-ir, as the Quakers do. I think this enough-for the confuration.of | 

ir error, the vindication of the truth, ;and the inſtruGtion and. ſaciefrftion of farch+ 

fouls, Bur I may not cad without fame admonition to the Quakers, having ws 
. we 


: © Anſw. What doth, this forbid you-3ug any more than irdoth com:naud or approve , ? 


equals to each other, often. uſe theterms or phraſe. thox, and not you to a ſingle * : 


[_ A ji | * "x 
Thewed them thejr fin, and'matter for their repenrance-and humiliation, which th 
itand bound to as concerning this matrer: - ; <3 BL, "5h 

1. They are guilry of adding to the word'of God, and of niaking new fins 
duties where God hath made none, athing which God hath ſorely threatned, Kev'f 
2: Alſo they are guilty of purring light for.darknels, and darkneſs for light; andy 
ling good evil; and evil good, againſt which there is a wo threatned, calling y 
phraſe of yox-ing to afingle perſon. an apoſtate lagguage, and the other holy and pu 
3- They put it mto their Carechiſans, and make It a mark- and cognizance of thi 
. Religion, and a note of diſtinQion from others; and lay out abundance of zeal upal 
ſmall diminirive ſhred of Religion comparatively, in imitation of their fore-fathersy 
Phariſees, and Monks and Votaries, and moſt ſuperſtirious hypocrites,” whoſe phi 
itis rotythe Mint and Anniſe and Cummin,, and paſs by the weighrier matters of 
Law, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith : So do Quakers manifeſt great zeal abour your 
and thox-ing, and omir and paſs over far weighticr points, -Blind Guides, which fir 
at 4 Gnat, and ſwallow a Camel, Matt. 23. | A 

: 4+ Their cenſuring of their Brethren 1s much worſe for this, and cconceiting the 
ſelves to be much more accepted of God for this, and ſo growinginto pride, weayl 
them a web of holineſs of their omn 1nvention, and _—_ and equalling it w 
Gods, and not content to uſe the phraſe of Thoy-ing themſelves, they cenſure iy 
as do not imitate them, and wound the ſides of loye-gnd <chariry by their & 
ſpeakiitg of their Brethren cauſelelly. $5, ak RW”. 
$5. Their tiger rhis upon the Spirit of God, and pretending to his infp 


tion, and enticing Amro theſe, as to theirother-errours, gtving ſuch names and 


to their Books #s equal them-with Scriprure, and vouching the Holy Spirit for 


Mouth and Teacher -in all; this arnong the reſt being one, as Motrrate Enquirer, pi 
Some Principles of the Elect People of God, by 'F. Pennington afd others, p. 39, 845 
Smill.'s Primmiy, called the Grey = of the new and living Way, in which 
Spiric be nor my youched, he 151n-many of their Writings, and their Pring 
in which they all agree doth aſſert it, namely that rhe: light within is the'$ fy 
Guide, and*Rule to all, and ro be minded 1n all things, being infallible, and'' 
* Wrinings coming from it. * 2x TS 32th. 66 We -- 
6. And by all this Saran'\s no little: ſerved, who by theſe leſſer errors doth.n 
way for greater, and'ſtirreth up ſtrife and Religious fleſhly zeal, and begetreth wi 
ling and diſpure, -and entanglerh' the fimplen his ſnares, who are eafily carchd 
theſe ſooner than in greater, many' of the ignorant ſort being able to-talk of youli 
thoys: and make a great ſtir about theſe, whoſe winderſtandings will not ſerve tha 
buſie-themſelves niuch about higher and deeper pomts. * RE WET: 
9. And laſtly, by all; the heart 1Scorrupted and carnalized, and deceived into! 
- velty and groundleſs figularity; and-men think thar Preciſeneſs and Religion,! 
Spirituality- confiſteth in Fhov-ing, and* that becauſe many of thoſe which ſay you! 
ſingle perfor! are bad livers, that therefore the thing it ſelf 15 evil, and raking Th 
e111 the contrary mbſt needs be good, and if good they muſt needs be zealous for 
ar the more zealous;they concert they are more holy,and ſo deceive themſelves Wi 
Biw or image-of holine(s of their own making, affeRing -ſuch as be-of their own 
end ſepdrating fronothers.''"The Lord openthe cyes of theſe poor deluded fouls, 
ſhety theth compaſſion/iwhile yer there 15 H6pe, "and bleſs all means and endeavout 


iis faithful Servanits therewrits, and let all that fear God ſay: Amen. 
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